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S
ince its inception in 1970, Earth Day has become a beacon of environmental

responsibility and stewardship. Some have said the first Earth Day in 1970

was the largest public demonstration in history at the time.

Earth Day has been celebrated in

Rhode Island continuously since

1990. Originally the Rhode Island

Earth Day Committee, Earth Day

Rhode Island has grown into a full-

fledged 501(c)(3) certified non-profit

corporation. The events we organize

and sponsor serve as a catalyst for

local change, rekindling personal

commitment and broadening the base

of public involvement. Our ultimate

goal is to get everyone participating

in promoting the health and safety of

our environment through individual

action.

In this report you will find a 

summary of our activities for 2005. Your comments are welcome!

You can reach us at the address below or email: 

President Jef Fornaro at jefjr@cox.net.

Earth Day Rhode Island

c/o DEM, Suite 330

235 Promenade Street

Providence, RI  02908

(401) 222-3434

THIS YEAR MARKS THE

3 5 T H A N N I V E R S A R Y O F E A R T H D A Y
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DEAR FRIEND OF EARTH DAY,

On behalf of Earth Day Rhode Island, I would like to thank all who supported Earth Day 2005. Earth Day
RI supports and promotes year-round environmental education and awareness. Earth Day events and

activities provide information to and opportunities for all Rhode Islanders to manage, protect and enhance 
our environment. Our efforts this year would not have been possible without the considerable contributions of
our corporate sponsors, and we encourage you to patronize them and let them know how much their support is
appreciated.

Earth Day RI encourages people to raise their environmental consciousness by committing to “Take 3” steps 
to improve their environment. “Take 3” is a call to action which suggests dozens of ways to save energy,
conserve water, reduce waste and respect nature. Details appear on our website: www.earthdayri.org. We
reached many people this year with the “Take 3” message, including cleanup volunteers around the state,
students of all ages, and exhibitors and attendees at Conservation Week and the Earth Day Family Festival 
held in April at Roger Williams Park Zoo. 

Earth Day RI’s predecessor, the RI Earth Day Committee, celebrated its 10th anniversary this year. To 
mark the occasion and launch a new year of Earth Day events, we held a reunion/kickoff dinner at the 
Roger Williams Park Zoo on November 16, 2004. This well-attended event brought together many of our
present and former members, sponsors and award recipients for a most enjoyable evening.

More and more evident each year is the growing awareness and interest of our youth in environmental 
activities. We at Earth Day RI are heartened by this, and remain deeply committed to continuing our outreach
to them. This year’s winners of the Science Fair and Mark Gould Scholarships join those of previous years 
in their dedication to environmental awareness and action. Details appear further along in this report.

I would like to acknowledge the sterling efforts of our many volunteers, particularly those who participate 
in cleanup activities and the especially hard-working members of the Earth Day RI Board. To be sure, 
the efforts of all these people would be considerably less effective without the coordinating efforts and 
logistical support of the staff at the RI Department of Environmental Management. Terri Bisson and 
Melinda Hopkins continue to provide expertise, experience and hard work. We would not get very far 
without their efforts. I also would like to recognize the cooperation and encouragement provided by 
recently retired DEM Acting Director Fred Vincent and members of his staff who, in the face of 
personnel shortages and budget pressures, have not wavered in their support of Earth Day RI. We 
welcome Dr. W. Michael Sullivan as Mr. Vincent’s worthy successor, wish him every success in his 
new duties, and encourage him to continue the Department’s commitment to Earth Day.

Thank you again to all who made Earth Day 2005 a success. Please read on to learn the details of our 
various activities and about those who made them possible. Visit our website to learn of activities and 
programs planned for Earth Day 2006. Remember our motto of “Earth Day Every Day” and continue 
to be aware of the many ways in which YOU can make the Earth a better place for future generations. 

Cordially,

John E. “Jef” Fornaro, Jr.
President

R E P O R T F R O M T H E P R E S I D E N T
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Earth Day Rhode

Island once again

teamed up with the Rhode

Island Department of

Environmental

Management and Roger

Williams Park Zoo this

year to celebrate the 

35th anniversary of Earth

Day in April. More than

44,000 people attended

Conservation Week, April

18 -22, and the Earth Day

Family Festival on April

23rd. 

Conservation Week

focused on Zoo efforts to protect endangered species such as the tree kangaroo and red wolf.

During Conservation Week, Earth Day RI distributed “Take 3” brochures to encourage people to

take 3 small steps to better the environment and signed children up to be “Environmental

Watchdogs”. Zoo exhibits focused on saving some of the most threatened environments in North

America, such as sensitive wetlands, and saving the Karner Blue Butterfly. Special talks and

demonstrations offered insight into how to put conservation into action. 

On Saturday, Earth

Day RI celebrated

with the Family

Festival at the Zoo.

Displays and

interactive exhibits

AND CONSERVATION WEEK

Signing up to be an Environmental Watchdog at the
DEM booth during Conservation Week.

E A R T H D A Y F A M I L Y F E S T I V A L

Protium Band’s hydrogen fuel cell-powered 
equipment fired up the Festival on April 23, 2005.
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at the Family Festival’s environ-

mental educational fair engaged the

minds of young and old alike with

more than 33 environmentally

conscious companies and non-profit

organizations. The Festival’s

performance lineup included Looking

Glass Theater, the Fourth Street

Band, and Protium Band. Hailing

from Ponaganset High School,

Protium operates on hydrogen fuel

cell power only, not electricity.

Protium’s special equipment powered

the whole day’s performance lineup. 

Once again, the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA)

proved free transportation to the Festival to reduce air pollution

and to encourage urban residents to attend. The Earth Day

Express ran between Exchange Terrace in downtown

Providence and the Zoo. Free admission to the Zoo and Festival

was available to the first 500 bus riders.

Rhode Island Vegan
Awareness had a colorful
display booth at the Festival.

On display at the Festival is
Robo Dog, a puppet made from
recycled bottle caps.

PRO-FM gave free flowers to Festival attendees.

Photos this page courtesy of East Greenwich Photo

AND CONSERVATION WEEK

E A R T H D A Y F A M I L Y F E S T I V A L
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This year, 

an army of

volunteers

participated in

almost 60 Earth

Day cleanups

throughout the

state. The

average amount

of refuse

collected each

year totals some

170 tons, and

this year was no

exception. To

facilitate the

organization of cleanups, we posted locations and details on our website: www.earthdayri.org.

Hundreds of hard working volunteers responded.  According to Terri Bisson of the Department 

of Environmental Management and Earth Day RI, “Earth Day cleanup volunteers make a great

contribution to shaping up our neighborhoods and coastline. They’re the people who care enough

to roll up their sleeves and get out there to make Rhode Island a better place to live.”

DEM provided posters, gloves and special Earth Day 2005 refuse bags to assist with their

cleanups. DEM also gave $10,000 in mini grants to cleanup organizations to enhance their

cleanups. RI Resource Recovery Corporation (RIRRC) waived tipping fees for Earth Day cleanup

debris. Many local businesses also joined the cleanup effort by donating food, drinks and other

items for our volunteers.

Local cleanup coordinators reported picking up some unusual pieces of debris along with the

regular litter this year, including washers and dryers, a whole spiral staircase, 15 tons of discarded

computers and 20 tons of discarded tires.

In a thank you letter to DEM, Mayor David S. Iwuc of the Town of Cumberland said, “It was an

inspiration to work with such committed residents and supporters. To see the bags lined up along

the streets all over Cumberland and the tires being collected that day was certainly one of the

bright spots in my job.”

E A R T H D A Y V O L U N T E E R S

HELP KEEP THE ENVIRONMENT CLEAN

Parent Action Committee with Moses Brown School
clean up the Providence River shoreline.
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R E A C H I N G O U T

TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS OF TOMORROW

MARK GOULD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Earth Day RI awarded Mark Gould

Scholarships of $1500 to two local

college students. 

The Mark Gould Scholarship memorializes

the late ecology professor who founded and

directed the Center for Economic and

Environmental Development at Roger

Williams University. Dr. Gould was well

respected for his work in marine biology,

which he integrated into the practical realms

of business and environmental policy. The

scholarship recipients were Ms. Auriane

Koster of Wakefield, who is currently

attending URI, and Ms. Vanessa Venturini of

Warwick, who will transfer to URI in the fall. 

Ms. Koster is pursuing a double major of Mathematics and Environmental Science 

and Management at URI. She intends to work within the field of renewable energy upon

graduation. She is president of the school’s Renewable

Energy Club, which is currently working to install an

industrial-sized wind turbine on the university’s Kingston

campus. 

Ms. Venturini is majoring in Marine Science and hopes

one day to make a positive impact on Narragansett Bay.

Currently enrolled at New College of Florida, she has an

internship in Environmental Stewardship with The

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, where she will work in

habitat restoration.

Mr. Venturini accepts the
award for his daughter

Auriane Koster receives her Mark Gould
Scholarship check and plaque from Earth
Day RI President Jef Fornaro.
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SCIENCE FAIR AWARD WINNERS

Earth Day RI selected four Rhode Island youths to receive cash prizes for demonstrating

exceptional environmental consciousness in their science projects at the 2005 Science and

Engineering Fair held March 12 and 13 at CCRI’s Warwick campus.

Awards of $250 each went to students Rebecca Copeland of Mt. Hope High School and Gregory

Turner of Coventry High School. Ms. Copeland presented the project, “Does Kitchen Compost

or Yard Compost Grow Healthier Plants?”. Ms. Copeland showed that compost from kitchen

waste grew better seedlings, a fact she attributed partly to the acidity of orange peels in the

kitchen compost. 

Mr. Turner’s project, “Eco-Roofs and Their Modern Application in America,” investigated how

roofs can be utilized for heating and cooling, especially in urban environments. Mr. Turner built

a small model of a roof and had several drawings and pictures demonstrating various roof

models and their environmental usefulness.

Two awards of $150 each went to

junior high school students Nicole

DelGreco of Cranston-Johnston

Catholic Regional School and Kendra

Dawless of Father John V. Doyle

School. Ms. DelGreco’s project

investigated the question, “How Does

Acid Rain Affect the Environment

Around Us?” 

Ms. Dawless’s project on

“Biodegradability” focused on which

would break down first—wood or

fabric—when buried in dirt and

sprinkled with water.

Rebecca Copeland of Mt. Hope High School won a
Science Fair Award with, “Does Kitchen Compost or
Yard Compost Grow Healthier Plants?”

R E A C H I N G O U T

TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS OF TOMORROW
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On Earth Day—Friday, April 22—Earth Day Rhode Island announced its 2005 choices for the

Environmentalists of the Year. The awards recognize individuals, groups and corporations 

for their significant contributions to Earth Day and environmental protection in Rhode Island. 

This year’s winners included two group awards, an individual award, and a corporate award.

GROUP AWARDS

Students from Westerly’s Babcock

Middle School won one of two

Environmentalist of the Year group

awards for the project “Westerly

Innovations Network (WIN) ’05—Reuse

and Recycle our E-Waste.” Since last

August the students have been repro-

gramming used or discarded computers as

part of a project to raise awareness of 

E-waste and the importance of recycling obsolete electronic goods. E-Waste is a serious threat to human

health as well as to the environment. The students have refurbished over 100 computers and donated them

to needy individuals and families. The students are now seeking sponsors to ship refurbished computers to

areas affected by the tsunami. 

Park View Middle School, Cranston, and teacher Joanne Spaziano won the second Environmentalist 

of the Year group award for incorporating comprehensive energy programs into math, science and language

arts curricula and for making energy efficiency improvements at the school. The students, under the direc-

tion of Ms. Spaziano, began a comprehensive energy program, which included lighting retrofits and the

installation of photovoltaic panels, resulting in approximately $8,200 in annual savings on the cost of elec-

tricity. Ms. Spaziano has worked with her students and fellow teachers on National Energy Education

Development (NEED) Project programs,

including workshops on energy forms,

sources, and electricity generation. As a

result the Park View students and

teachers are among the best of NEED’s

leaders nationally. 

EDRI President Jef Fornaro presents Group Awards to
Babcock Middle School students (above) and Park View
Middle School students and teacher Joanne Spaziano (left).

C E L E B R A R A T I N G

THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS OF THE YEAR
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C E L E B R A R A T I N G

THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS OF THE YEAR

INDIVIDUAL AWARD

The individual award went to Robert Cerio, formerly of Warwick Public

Schools and now of Hudson Companies in Providence. Mr. Cerio worked

for the past six years as Energy Educator Manager for the Warwick Public

Schools, where he was responsible for the administration of the District’s

Energy Management Conservation Program. The program encompasses

management of energy consumption, cost and procurement for the district’s

29 Public Educational Facilities. Through this program the district saved

over $2 million in the past six years and has received grant funds to

implement several alternative energy projects. Mr. Cerio also implemented

a pilot project to test the use of bio-diesel fuels in school heating systems.

CORPORATE AWARD

Toray Plastics, Inc., won this year’s Corporate Environmentalist of the Year

Award for its recycling efforts. According to the Rhode Island Resource

Recovery Corporation, which operates the state’s Central Landfill, Toray has

made larger strides in this area than other Rhode Island companies, recycling waste and greatly

reducing what it sends to the landfill. The Toray plant recycles office paper as well as bottles and

cans left behind by employees at mealtime. Legally, all Rhode Island companies must recycle, but

few do, says Resource Recovery Corporation deputy director Jim Allam. Special recognition was

given to WasteXpress of Cranston, a company working on the cutting edge of recycling.

WasteXpress worked

with Toray to design

and construct the

special recycling

receptacles and

vehicles, which made

Toray’s program

possible.

Robert Cerio, Individual
Environmentalist of the Year.

Toray Plastics with WasteXpress
receiving Corporate Environmentalist
of the Year award.
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Asignificant part of Earth Day RI’s mission in recent years

has been to expand its influence beyond the events

traditionally surrounding Earth Day itself. To this end, we

have taken on active roles in several groups and activities. As

a voting member of the Environment Council of Rhode Island,

we attend its monthly meetings and maintain a meaningful

role in the discussions and activities of that group. On our

behalf, President Jef Fornaro participates in DEM’s

Environmental and Business Roundtables and sits on the

recently rejuvenated Litter Task Force, a group in which the

Governor’s Office maintains an active interest.

Also, thanks to the generous contributions of our sponsors, we

have been able to partner with others on a number of worthy

projects. We supported the Audubon Society’s Earth Day

activities at its Bristol Education Center, which helped expand

our influence into the East Bay area of Rhode Island. We 

co-sponsored the Environment Council of RI’s recently

published brochure on global warming in Rhode Island, which

provides a wake-up call to state and local governments and

others and proposes effective steps to curb this serious

problem. We funded part of Apeiron Institute’s interactive

virtual tour of its Center for Environmental Living, soon to be

available online at www.apeiron.org and on CD-ROM. We

also joined with Clean Water Action of Rhode Island to honor

government, legislative and non-profit leaders at its Earth Day

Breakfast of Champions.

Earth Day Rhode Island is proud to have a meaningful role in

these important activities, and we look forward to continuing

to expand our influence and encourage environmental action

in such ways. Comments and suggestions about these and

our other programs are always welcome.

E X P A N D I N G O U R H O R I Z O N S

THE PEOPLE BEHIND

EARTH DAY RHODE ISLAND

Earth Day Rhode Island is an organi-

zation comprised mainly of volunteers

who are committed to supporting,

planning, organizing and promoting

Earth Day in Rhode Island. Fund-

raising efforts and the Department of

Environmental Management support

Earth Day RI’s activities.

Mr. Jef Fornaro

President

Mr. Mike Mesolella

Vice President

Rev. Mary Hitt

Secretary

Ms. Martha Graziano

Treasurer

Ms. Terri Bisson

RIDEM

Ms. Melinda Hopkins

RIDEM

Mr. Dick Brussard

RI Resource Recovery Corporation

Mr. Jack Schempp

Environment Council of RI

Ms. Ann Quaedvlieg

Development Director

Volunteers:
Ms. Diana Reisman

Ms. Aimee Reisman

Ms. Kim Pond

Ms. Jean Lawlor

10



T H A N K Y O U ,  E A R T H D A Y P A R T N E R S !

Apeiron Institute for Environmental Living

Audubon Society of RI

Clean Water Action

CVS Pharmacy

Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island, 
Environment Committee

Earthwatch Institute

Environment Council of RI

Johnson & Wales University

Marah International, Inc.

Natural News Network

People’s Power and Light

Polar Bear International

RCAP Solutions

Recycling for RI Education

RI Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program

RI Department of Environmental Management

RI Resource Recovery Corporation

RI Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals

RI State Energy Office

RI Renewable Energy Fund

RI Vegan Awareness

Shaw’s Supermarkets

Stop & Shop

Sierra Club Rhode Island Chapter

Starbucks Coffee Company

Toxics Information Project

Toyota of Newport

URI Master Gardeners Assoc.

USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Services

US Environmental Protection Agency

US Geological Society

Waste Management, Inc.

Wildlife Rehabilitators Association of RI

Corporate support makes it

possible for Earth Day

Rhode Island to spread the

message of environmental

awareness, foster participation

in community clean ups and

celebrate public involvement

in Earth Day. We are truly

grateful to our corporate

partners—from our long-time

sponsors to those who joined in 2005. Special recognition goes

to The Providence Journal, whose support dates back to 

our first celebration in 1995. 

We were pleased to celebrate on May 10, 2005 our first annual

Sponsor Recognition and Awards Breakfast, held at the Ground

Round/Comfort Inn in Pawtucket. This event officially

concluded Earth Day RI’s 2005 activities

celebrating the 35th anniversary of Earth

Day nationally and the organization’s 10th

in Rhode Island.

OUR SPONSORS OUR EXHIBITORS

Thank You Verizon

Thank You Starbucks

Thank You RIPTA
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Earth Day Rhode Island

C E L E B R AT I N G  35  Y E A R S O F E N V I R O N M E N TA L A C T I O N

AD V E RT I S I N G A N D MA R K E T I N G

CA M PA I G N 2005
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C A M P A I G N O V E R V I E W

RADIO ADVERTISEMENTS

Thanks to corporate sponsorships and RIDEM, Earth Day 2005 received widespread exposure

through an extensive advertising campaign and publicity at a variety of venues. We formed a

partnership with Citadel Communication, owner of Lite Rock 105, WPRO AM & FM, and HOT

106 to promote Earth Day activities in RI. 

These four radio stations ran a total of 347 spots using the radio spots below. Both were played

with upbeat music in the background and closed with the reading of the following list of sponsors

and a reminder to visit earthdayri.org to learn more. Earth Day in Rhode Island is sponsored by

DEM, Roger Williams Park Zoo, American Power Conversion, Amgen, CVS Pharmacy, Lincoln

Environmental, RI Resource Recovery Corporation, Starbucks Coffee, Rhode Island State Energy

Office, TransCanada (Ocean State Power Facility), and VerizonSuperPages 

60-SECOND FESTIVAL RADIO SPOT

“Did you know that April 22 is the 35th anniversary of Earth Day? To celebrate, on Saturday,

April 23, Earth Day RI has a fun-packed day in store at Roger Williams Park Zoo. The Earth Day

Family Festival runs from 10:30 to 3:30 and features fun, interactive, educational environmental

exhibits and a performance lineup with Looking Glass Theater, the Fourth Street Band, and

Protium Band of Ponaganset High School. Protium Band operates on hydrogen fuel cell power,

not electricity. Protium’s special equipment will power the whole performance lineup. 

“Forget the hassle and pollution of driving and leave the transportation to RIPTA: A free Earth

Day Express shuttle will run between Exchange Terrace in downtown Providence and the Zoo.

The first 500 bus riders will gain free admission to the Zoo and Festival. Otherwise the regular

Zoo entrance fee applies.”
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PRINT ADVERTISEMENTS

The print advertisement that appears on next page ran in the following publications:

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

AND THE RI NEWSPAPER GROUP, COMPRISED OF

C A M P A I G N O V E R V I E W

60-SECOND CLEANUPS RADIO SPOT

“Did you know that April 22 is the 35th anniversary of Earth Day? To mark the occasion, join

one of the roughly 100 Earth Day cleanups taking place all month throughout the state. Summer

is fast approaching, and much of our shoreline needs a facelift before locals and tourists alike

can fully appreciate the natural beauty Rhode Island has to offer. Join thousands of others who

will work together for a few hours to help clean up what might be a significant area right in

your neighborhood. It’s time to take action, so visit earthdayri.org to find a cleanup near you.

Remember, keeping the state’s magnificent shores in pristine condition begins at home. So,

when you think about cleaning up your yard this spring, consider that many of your neighbors

have already pledged to give back a few hours as a clean up volunteer. Won’t you please step

up to the challenge? It’s fun and very rewarding.”

BARRINGTON TIMES

BRISTOL PHOENIX

CHARIHO TIMES

COVENTRY COURIER

CRANSTON HERALD

EAST GREENWICH PENDULUM

JOHNSTON SUN RISE

LINCOLN/CUMBERLAND

VALLEY BREEZE

NARRAGANSETT TIMES

THE NEWS

NORTH KINGSTOWN

STANDARD-TIMES

NORTH PROVIDENCE NORTH STAR

NORTH SMITHFIELD/BLACKSTONE/

WOONSOCKET VALLEY BREEZE

THE OBSERVER

THE PROVIDENCE BUSINESS NEWS

THE PAWTUCKET TIMES

THE PROVIDENCE AMERICAN

THE PROVIDENCE PHOENIX

SAKONNET TIMES

SOMERSET SPECTATOR

WARREN TIMES GAZETTE

WARWICK BEACON

THE WOONSOCKET CALL

14



PRINT ADVERTISEMENTS

This newspaper ad ran

in The Providence

Journal on Thursday,

April 21 and Friday,

April 22. It ran in the

Rhode Island

Newspaper Group

newspapers (see the

RING list on the

previous page) during

the week of April 18

and in Providence en

Español on Friday,

April 15 and Friday,

April 22. The document

also served as the

Festival poster.

C A M P A I G N O V E R V I E W
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PRINTED PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

CLEANUP POSTER

An 11x17 inch Cleanup Poster (left)

was handed out to cleanup coordina-

tors for statewide distribution.

EARTH DAY BOOKMARKS

10,000 bookmarks (below; front on

left, back to the right) were distributed

to public libraries and schools to

promote the 2005 Earth Day Family

Festival. 

C A M P A I G N O V E R V I E W
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PRINTED PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

EARTH DAY T-SHIRTS

Our T-shirts

celebrated our 35

year anniversary

(front) and

promoted our our

sponsors on the

back (right).

TAKE 3 PAMPHLETS

Thousands of Take 3

pamphlets were distributed

during Conservation Week

and the Earth Day Family

Festival. The pamphlet opens

to an 11x17 inch poster and

contains hundreds of

environmental tips for

consumers. (The outside front

and back are shown here)

C A M P A I G N O V E R V I E W
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Earth Day Rhode Island

C E L E B R AT I N G  35  Y E A R S O F E N V I R O N M E N TA L A C T I O N

PR I N T ME D I A CO V E R A G E 2005
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EARTH DAY RHODE ISLAND

c/o DEM, Suite 330

235 Promenade Street

Providence, RI  02908

(401) 222-3434

www.earthdayri.org


